
Hello Red Hawk Families, 

The big day is almost here.  Distance learning officially begins this Monday, April 13.  In preparation, El 
Cerrito teachers, as well as teachers across the district, have been attending trainings and meetings, 
collaborating, and planning.  Although many hours have been spent preparing, we anticipate some 
mistakes.  Many of us—educators, students, and parents—are working outside our comfort zones.  I ask 
that we all are patient with each other and grant each other grace as we embark on this journey of 
distance learning. 

To make sure you have all the information from CNUSD regarding distance learning and other 
information related to school closures, please click this link:  COVID-19 Updates.  To stay up to date, visit 
the COVID-19 Updates regularly.  If you are not receiving notifications from the district or El Cerrito 
Middle School, you can visit our website, https://elcerrito.cnusd.k12.ca.us/, for directions on how to get 
started.  You also can use the SchoolMessenger app or website to receive texts and emails with the 
latest district updates. 

Many of you already have heard from your child’s teachers.  By Monday, students should have heard 
from all of their teachers.  Please note that students should access the student portal to check for emails 
from their teachers.  Students can access the portal by clicking on the myCNUSD logo at the top of our 
webpage (https://elcerrito.cnusd.k12.ca.us/).  This portal is VERY important during distance learning, 
not only for accessing email, but also for accessing Google Classroom, Canvas, and other resources.  If 
your child is unable to login, please reach out for assistance. 

• myCNUSD support – help@cnusd.k12.ca.us 
• iReady support – RESI@cnusd.k12.ca.us 

 
If by Monday, April 13, your child has not heard from specific teachers through email or by other means, 
please reach out to those teachers individually. 

General Information about Distance Learning 

• Teacher Office Hours:  Teachers will establish and post “office hours” each week.  During office 
hours, teachers are available to assist students and parents via email or other electronic 
communication. 

• Grading:  For secondary students in grades 7-12, current grades will be based on all school work 
completed up to Quarter 3, which ended March 13 when the schools were closed. All distance 
learning assignments completed up to the end of the school year will be able to increase a 
student's final grade and will not reduce it. In other words - all students now have the 
opportunity to raise their grades AND learn the most essential information teachers can convey 
through distance learning. This also applies to 6th grade students at the intermediate schools. 

• Device Deployment:  The District recently issued a Device and Internet Survey to help 
determine which households need assistance with technology or the internet.  Families 
who have expressed the need for a device and/or internet access through the survey have 
been contacted to arrange for device pick up. At this time, only one device per household 
will be issued.   

If your household did not complete the Device and Internet Survey, please rest assured you 
will get an opportunity to complete another survey.  Please feel free to email the principal 

https://www.cnusd.k12.ca.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=29309142
https://elcerrito.cnusd.k12.ca.us/
https://www.cnusd.k12.ca.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=211960&pageId=1225147
https://elcerrito.cnusd.k12.ca.us/
mailto:help@cnusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:RESI@cnusd.k12.ca.us


or assistant principal and we will assist in making sure your need is conveyed to the 
appropriate department.  CNUSD recognizes the challenges families with limited access to 
technology are facing as we approach a Distance Learning format, and we want to ensure 
you that the District is making every effort to address these needs. 

• Social-Emotional Supports:  Students (and parents) may experience frustration and anxiety 
related to the school closure and distance learning.  Please visit our counseling web page 
https://elcerrito.cnusd.k12.ca.us/our_school/schoolcounselors) for activities and resources that 
address social-emotional needs.   

Your counselors will have office hours for students and parents to check in if needed. Mrs. 
Mruz’s office hours are Monday-Friday from 11-12 and Mrs. Goddard’s are Monday-Friday from 
1-3. You can complete the virtual counseling request on the counselors’ webpage. 

Your counselors also have set up a Google Classroom and will be inviting all students to join so 
they have access to social emotional activities and resources.  
 

 

Some Final Reminders 

• Check the CNUSD Website regularly for updates and general information.  NEW information is 
posted on the district website first…it’s your best resource for general questions. 

• Check your email, junk folders, etc. Have your students check their school email through the 
Student Portal to see if they have info from teachers.  

• Email your child’s teachers for specific classroom or learning questions. They will respond during 
office hours. 

• Email your administrators (Dr. Yarbrough, Mr. Brenneman, or Ms. Philips) for general questions 
not answered on the district page. We will respond as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and grace during these challenging times.  By working together, we 
can support our students and each other.   

Stay in and stay healthy. 

 
Shelly Yarbrough 
Principal, El Cerrito Middle School 
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